
WEEK 9:  “Doesn’t the Bible condone slavery?”
 
[ WARM-UP ] 

[ CONSIDER ] 

 Terminology (i.e. 1 Corinthians 7:21):  “slave” / “bondservant” / “servant” 

 “Household Codes” 

Eph. 6:5,9   Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart,  
     as you would Christ…   Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that  
     He who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him.  
Col. 3:22; 4:1   Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters not by way of  
     eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.…   Masters, treat 
     your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven. 
Titus 2:9-10   Bondservants are to be submissive to their own masters in everything; they are to be  
     well-pleasing, not argumentative, not pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in everything  
     they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior. 
1 Peter 2:18   Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the  
     good and gentle but also to the unjust.  

 
[ READ ]  
 HAGAR     ONESIMUS    JESUS 
Genesis 16:1-15; 21:8-21         Philemon 1:1-25          Mark 10:42-45 

   

 

 

 

 

[ THINK ]  How should the church generally view slavery today? 

1. Moral failure in relation to African slavery, which may still call for repentance and repair  
2. Christians as “brothers” of one another and “slaves” (δοῦλος) of Christ  

I.e. Paul (Rom 1:1; Php 1:1; Tit 1:1), James (Jms. 1:1), Peter (2 Pet. 1:1), Jude (Jude 1:1) 
3. “Status in [Jesus’] kingdom lies at the bottom of the pile.”1 

 
TAKEAWAYS: 

 Much Biblical “slavery” differs from the immoral forced African slavery of American history. 
 Slaves and bondservants are often given rights in the Bible, and masters are given limits. 
 All Christians are called to willful total submission as “slaves” of Christ. 

Next week:  “How could a loving God allow so much suffering?”  (Chapter 11) 
 

1 Rebecca McLaughlin, Confronting Christianity, 2019, p. 179 

Haustafeln 

How do these 
all fit with  
Gal. 3:28? 


